
How to Keep Wet Worksites Safe 
Construction site safety is imperative, especially during inclement weather when wet conditions can increase 
potential hazards. Heavy or light rainfall can create a wet environment, which elevates the likelihood of trips, slips, 
falls and other accidents. As a result, it’s important to take extra safety precautions during wet, windy and 
unpredictable weather conditions. 

Use the following steps to keep wet worksites safe for employees:

1. Conduct inspections. Thorough worksite inspections should be conducted frequently, especially as seasons 
and weather conditions change. The goal of each inspection should be to review and assess current risks. 
These inspections should also aim to spot any issues, such as defective equipment, inadequate signage and 
uneven or worn walkways.

2. Use signage to identify hazards on-site. Sometimes, worksite hazards can’t be eliminated. Under such 
circumstances, these elements should be clearly marked. Relevant signage can help support workers and 
keep them up to date with health and safety changes and policies.

3. Utilise slip-resistant materials when possible. Many materials that are initially used for flooring may be 
suitable during the early weeks of a project. Yet, over time, these materials can degrade and cause hazards. 
Consider using glass-reinforced plastic grating, slip-resistant sheets and panels, and stair treads to help 
prevent slips and falls on-site.

4. Keep entrances and exits clear. Consider addressing high-footfall locations, such as entrances, exits and 
other accessibility routes on-site. These areas should be fitted with slip-resistant pads, which can help 
reduce slips, trips and falls. Exits and entrances should also have proper signage for workers to navigate in 
the event of an emergency.

5. Safeguard stairways. Stairways commonly present tripping hazards. Consider using stair nosings, which 
create hard-wearing and non-slip edges that reinforce stair surface grip.

Understanding the risks of wet worksites is essential for keeping employees safe. For more information on 
workplace safety, contact us today.
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